
A Reflective Service:  

for worship at home  

on Palm Sunday 
 

 

Before the service 

• See if you still have your palm cross from last year, or if you have access to a garden, cut a 

small sprig from a branch. 

• Just before the service, listen to a Palm Sunday hymn, such as ‘Ride on, ride on in majesty’ , 

’Make way, make way’  or ‘My song is love unknown’ (these can be found on YouTube or 

music streaming services). 

‘Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem’ by Hippolyte Flandrin 

 

Welcome 

 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God.  

Let us recognise God’s presence with us now. 

 

 Keep a short silence, still your heart. 

 

As God’s people we have gathered; 

Let us worship God now together, in our own homes yet joined through faith. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love 

and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection. Today we begin 

this solemn celebration in union with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters his 

own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go 

with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen 

life. 

 



Hold up your palm cross or greenery:  

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ  

entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die;  

let these palms be for us signs of his victory 

and grant that we who bear them in his name 

may ever hail him as our King, 

and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All    Amen. 

The Palm Gospel 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

All  Glory to you, O Lord.  

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, 

and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 

to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will 

send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, 

‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 

The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 

‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from 

Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Hymn 

 

Hosanna, Hosanna,  

Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna, Hosanna,  

Hosanna in the highest! 

Lord, we lift up Your name  

with hearts full of praise; 

be exalted, O Lord, my God! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Glory, glory,  

glory to the King of kings! 

Glory, glory,  

glory to the King of kings! 

Lord, we lift up Your name  

with hearts full of praise; 

Be exalted, O Lord, my God! 

Glory to the King of kings! 



The Collect  

Let us pray for a closer union with Christ  

in his suffering and in his glory.  

 

Silence is kept.  

  

True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

 grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

 that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross, 

 which is the path of glory. 

All  Amen. 

 

Passion Gospel 

 

Matthew 26:14-27:end 

 

After the Gospel silence is kept  

 

Prayers 

Let us pray. 

We stand with Christ in his suffering. 

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean spiritual death, and by prayer 

and self-discipline to overcome them, let us pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, have mercy. 

For Christian people, that through the suffering of disunity there may grow a rich 

union in Christ,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them, that our common 

life may be ordered in justice and mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

For those who have the courage and honesty to work openly for justice and peace, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

For those in the darkness and agony of isolation, that they may find support and 

encouragement,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

For those, weighed down with hardship, failure, or sorrow, feel that God is far from 

them, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

That we, with those who have died in faith, may find mercy in the day of Christ, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, have mercy. 



 

All Holy God, 

 holy and strong, 

 holy and immortal, 

 have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Silence is kept 

 

Faithful God, may we who have shared in this time of worship 

Glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Our salvation and hope, who reigns as Lord now and forever. 
 

Fill us, Good Lord with your Spirit of love; and as you have fed us with your presence,  

so make us one in heart and mind, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, 

a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; 

and the blessing of God almighty, ✠ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 

If you want to live out your faith in your isolation, why not telephone someone, to let 

them know that they are not alone. 

 

If you are lonely, telephone Revd Heather on 01256 363612 or 07745 731729. We will be 

setting up a telephone support network.  

 

“For God has said, ‘I will not leave you or forsake you’ so we can confidently say, ‘The 

Lord is my helper; I will not fear’.” (Hebrews 13:5-6) 

 

“It is the Lord who goes before you.  He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake 

you.  Do not be dismayed.” (Deuteronomy 31:8) 

 

Please God, can we meet together in church again, soon. 
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